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Just as antitrust groups around the world undergo annual changes – 
partners retire, associates win promotions and lateral hires come and 
go – so too does GCR’s Global Elite ranking shift in an effort to best 
identify the world’s top antitrust practices. This year we have refined 
the formula we introduced last year that sought extensive casework 
information from the nearly 40 firms we survey for the Global Elite. We 
have also expanded our Global Elite rankings for the first time since 
introducing them eight years ago. Every year there are high-quality 
firms that land just outside of the top 20, often falling short by just a 
few points. Now, 25 firms are included in our table. We think the new 
expanded table adds depth to our rankings and includes firms that 
should, by any measure, appear on a list of the top antitrust shops in 
the world.

The makeup of the 2016 Global Elite table differs from our list last 
year. Although we consider a host of information about the make-up 
of the world’s top antitrust groups – their size, shape, jurisdictional 
reach and Who’s Who Legal: Competition nominees – our research also 
focuses on a practice’s casework over the past 12 months. And case-
work can be a moving target. While the best firms consistently attract 
the best and most complex antitrust matters, even great practices can 
have down years, and oftentimes slow-moving investigations can mask 
a lot of the good work firms do over the course of a year. That’s the 
nature of assessing this kind of quantitative data – we see the same issue 
when we review enforcers’ records in our annual Rating Enforcement 
edition – but such fluctuation does allow for changes to our table 
year-on-year. That’s intentional.

The top of our 2015 rankings remain the same, with Freshfields 
Bruckhaus Deringer and Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton occupying 
the top two positions in the table. But the margins between those two 
firms and third-place entrant Jones Day were smaller than they’ve 
ever been before. The shrinking difference between the practices at 
the top of our table comes down to several factors – including the 
aforementioned ebb and flow of casework and some additional criteria 
included in our formula this year.

So what changed? This year, we instituted two changes we 
believe helped focus our rankings and tilt the scales for some firms. 
First, we added a new category to our rankings: private litigation. As 
antitrust court cases filed by private parties – rather than government 
enforcers – proliferate around the globe, we believed our rankings 
should reflect the courtroom strength of many practices we rank. 
Although it’s perhaps unsurprising that the our litigation top 10 is 
replete with American firms, Freshfields represents the future model: 

UK or EU-based firm with powerful litigation teams on each side 
of the Atlantic. As private antitrust litigation continues to spread 
through Europe and the UK, we expect this particular table to undergo 
significant changes.

Second, we rebalanced our rankings to give due credit to each 
aspect of an antitrust group’s practice. This has allowed cartel defence, 
deal work, litigation experience and unilateral conduct to each hold 
sway over a firm’s overall score in balance with one another. That means 
single-firm conduct work influenced a firm’s score more than last year. 
Those factors in part resulted in the changes we’ve seen to this year’s 
table. And frankly, the point differential between any of the top three 
firms – including the Jones Day team that had perhaps the best year of 
any competition group in the world – was marginal. Any of those firms 
would be right to call themselves the best in the world.

Our rankings in 2016 also sees the entry of King & Wood 
Mallesons, Simpson Thacher & Bartlett, Weil Gotshal & Manges and 
Davis Polk & Wardwell to the Global Elite for the first time. King 
& Wood rocketed into the top 20 on the back of their outstanding 
offerings in the United Kingdom and throughout Asia, while our 
other newcomers – and returning entrant Shearman & Sterling – are 
precisely the reason we expanded our list to 25. Each firm is right to be 
listed among the best antitrust groups in the world.

Global 
Elite

1 Freshfields Bruckhaus DeringeR
2 Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton
3 Jones Day
4 Gibson Dunn & Crutcher
5 Baker & McKenzie
6 Allen & Overy
7 Latham & Watkins
8 Norton Rose Fulbright
9 Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr

10 Linklaters
11 White & Case
12 Hogan Lovells 
13 Arnold & Porter
14 Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati
15 Ashurst
16 King & Wood Mallesons (SJ Berwin)
17 Herbert Smith Freehills
18 Baker Botts
19 Covington & Burling
20 Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom
21 McDermott Will & Emery
22 Weil Gotshal & Manges
23 Shearman & Sterling
24 Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
25 Davis Polk & WARDWELL
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14. Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati

Global heads Jonathan Jacobson, Susan Creighton

Number of jurisdictions with a competition team 4

Practice size 49

Partners 13

Counsel and consultants 10

Percentage of partners/counsel in Who’s Who Legal 32

Senior associates N/A

Associates 26

Lateral partner hires 0

Partner departures 1

Former enforcers 12

Wilson Sonsini maintains perhaps the best antitrust and competi-
tion practice for high-tech matters in the world. While it has yet 
to replicate the profile of its high-stakes representation of Google 
before the Federal Trade Commission, the firm’s relationship with 
the search leader continues – as does its work for a host of other 
tech companies and startups building their business through merg-
ers. The firm also handles its fair share of behavioural work, with 
practice co-leader Jonathan Jacobson and Washington, DC partner 
Mark Rosman guiding clients through contentious matters and 
investigations. The practice contracted a bit this year – mainly in 
the associate ranks, although former partner Andrea Murino left 
the practice for another firm as well.

As we said last year, the Wilson Sonsini practice has moved 
far beyond its humble Silicon Valley beginnings, and it now boasts 
robust cross-border abilities, especially in merger control matters. 
The firm handled 10 second-request or Phase II deals over the past 
year – a remarkable amount for its size – including its successful 
representations of Trulia in its merger with head-to-head rival 
Zillow, and Altera in its blockbuster tie-up with Intel. And while 
they did not count towards the firm’s core merger score, it received 
extra credit for its representation of third parties in several major 
mergers. It advised Netflix in the DoJ’s investigation of Time 
Warner Cable and Comcast – a deal the cable giants eventually 
abandoned. Now, it is acting for Chevron in two major deals – the 
Baker Hughes/Halliburton deal and Shell’s takeover of BG.

In cartel matters, the firm is locked into several major 
investigations for confidential clients, including those in the 
auto parts, financial services and electronics industries. The 
firm’s talented Brussels office is helping advise Deutsche Bank in 
the European Commission’s forex investigation, and it acts for 
Hitachi in DG Comp’s slice of the global capacitors cartel probe. 
Austrian railway company ÖBB is also a client. Meanwhile, the 
firm’s dominance and unilateral conduct docket is extensive, 
as it helps teams of lawyers from other firms advise Google on 
several DG Comp investigations of the company’s businesses; 
that advice extends into the US, Japan, Canada, Argentina, India 
and elsewhere. Spotify is a client in several matters in the US and 
Europe, including the Federal Trade Commission’s investigation of 
Apple’s streaming music business. InterDigital and HDMI are also 
clients in this space. Litigation is also busy across the board. Clients 
here include Transitions Optical, Netflix, Live Nation, Google, 
InterDigital and others.




