
The Daily Journal compiled its first list of the lead-
ing lawyers in California in 1997. It quickly became 
a key indicator of who is doing the most cutting 
edge legal work in California. Our criteria then and 
now are simple: You must be based in California, 
and your work must have a broad impact on the 
legal profession or the larger society over the past 
18 months. Our selection process is similarly sim-
ple: We solicit nominations from lawyers, judges 
and corporate counsel. This year, we received 850 
nominations. We also poll our editors and report-
ers who write about California lawyers and their 
work year-round. From there, a list that represents 
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Timothy T. Coates • William M. Shernoff  • Aaron Jacoby • Ahilan Arulanantham • Alan Jackson • Alicia Villarreal • Alison
S. Ressler • Arturo J. González • Barry H. Epstein • Brad D. Brian • Brian A. Sun • Brian Hennigan • Brian McCarthy •
Brian S. Kabateck • Bruce M. Ramer • Christine D. Spagnoli • Christopher Reynolds • Dan Stormer • David Casey Jr. •
David M. Barkan • Dennis Herrera • Don Brown • Don Specter • Edward W. Zaelke • Edwin F. Feo • Eric L. Garner • Erwin 
Chemerinsky • Greg Pimstone • H. Dean Steward • Harold McElhinny • Holly Fujie • James D.C. Barrall • James J. Bros-
nahan • Jami McKeon • Jeff  Bleich • Jeff rey E. Ostrow • Jeff rey Fisher • Jennifer Keller • Jerome L. Levine • John A. Tay-
lor Jr. • John B. Quinn • John Burris • John C. Hueston • John Keker • Joseph W. Cotchett • Josh Floum • Justin Brooks
• Karen E. Silverman • Karen Kubin • Karen Musalo • Kassie Siegel • Kelli L. Sager • Kenneth W. Starr • Kenneth Ziff ren •
Kenton J. King • Larry W. Sonsini • Louis A. Karasik • Louis R.  Miller • Luz Herrera • Marc A. Levinson • Mark A. Lemley • 
Mark Chandler • Mark Holscher • Mark Rosenbaum • Marshall B. Grossman • Martin D. Singer • Mary Nichols • Matthew 
Powers • Melinda Haag • Michael Dowd • Michael J. Bettinger • Michael Romano • Michael Sherman • Minouche Kandel
• Morgan Chu • Nancy L. Abell • Ned Israelsen • Neel Chatterjee • Patrick Pohlen • Paul N. Singarella • Paul S. Aronzon •
Ralph Baxter • Richard Marmaro • Robert  A. Mittelstaedt • Robert A. Sacks • Robert Millman • Ronald L. Olson • Ronald
M. George • Russell J. Frackman • Schuyler M. Moore • Scott A. Edelman • Sean Kennedy • Sharon Majors-Lewis • Sha-
ron Rubalcava • Skip Brittenham • Stephen C. Neal • Steven Nichols • � eodore H. Latty • � eodore J. Boutrous Jr. •
� omas J. Nolan • � omas V. Girardi • Timothy T. Coates • William M. Shernoff  • Aaron Jacoby • Ahilan Arulanantham •
Alan Jackson • Alicia Villarreal • Alison S. Ressler • Arturo J. González • Barry H. Epstein • Brad D. Brian • Brian A. Sun •
Brian Hennigan • Brian McCarthy • Brian S. Kabateck • Bruce M. Ramer • Christine D. Spagnoli • Christopher Reynolds • 
Dan Stormer • David Casey Jr. • David M. Barkan • Dennis Herrera • Don Brown • Don Specter • Edward W. Zaelke •
Edwin F. Feo • Eric L. Garner • Erwin Chemerinsky • Greg Pimstone • H. Dean Steward • Harold McElhinny • Holly Fujie •
James D.C. Barrall • James J. Brosnahan • Jami McKeon • Jeff  Bleich • Jeff rey E. Ostrow • Jeff rey Fisher • Jennifer Keller 
• Jerome L. Levine • John A. Taylor Jr. • John B. Quinn • John Burris • John C. Hueston • John Keker • Joseph W. Cotch-
ett • Josh Floum • Justin Brooks • Karen E. Silverman • Karen Kubin • Karen Musalo • Kassie Siegel • Kelli L. Sager •
Kenneth W. Starr • Kenneth Ziff ren • Kenton J. King • Larry W. Sonsini • Louis A. Karasik • Louis R.  Miller • Luz Herrera
• Marc A. Levinson • Mark A. Lemley • Mark Chandler • Mark Holscher • Mark Rosenbaum • Marshall B. Grossman • Mar-
tin D. Singer • Mary Nichols • Matthew Powers • Melinda Haag • Michael Dowd • Michael J. Bettinger • Michael
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Larry W. Sonsini, 68

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati, Palo Alto
Corporate finance, mergers and acquisitions

Sonsini remains active both in representing companies in big-money deals and on 
the corporate governance front. He represented Genentech Inc. in its $48 billion 
sale to Roche Holding. He also represented Sun Microsystems Inc. in its $7.4 billion 
sale this year to Oracle Corp. In addition to those big deals, Sonsini was busy this 
summer representing Wind River Systems Inc. in its $884 million acquisition by 
Intel Corp. He also represents Varian Inc. in its $1.5 billion acquisition by Agilent 
Technologies Inc., which is awaiting government approval. The firm’s longtime 
chairman, Sonsini recently was named chairman of a New York Stock Exchange 
independent advisory commission set up to examine corporate governance practices 
and the overall proxy process.

a broad cross section of California lawyers and 
their work begins to take shape.

This year’s list features lawyers making impacts 
in their neighborhoods and throughout the 
world. One honoree helped launch precedent-
setting clean tech deals from his Silicon Valley 
office, while another aids the less fortunate from 
her Compton storefront. Yet another assists 
countries worldwide navigate the complexities of 
global water issues. There are civil rights advo-
cates, counselors to corporations and California 
Chief Justice Ronald M. George, who we can all 

agree — no matter what your stance on gay mar-
riage — issued a monumental decision in May 
2008. In Re: Marriage Cases, (2008) 43 Cal.4th 
757. This list is by no means comprehensive. 
California is fortunate to have hundreds of sharp 
lawyers who are putting their stamp on all man-
ner of the law and society. But it is a good snap-
shot of the best and brightest California and the 
legal profession have to offer.
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